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[Appearing below is an English-language summary of "Recesion en Maquila: Ingresos Estancados
y Menor Ocupacion," published in the 10/22/91 issue of El Financiero. The Spanish original
appears in this issue of SourceMex (11/06/91).] During the first eight months of 1991, maquiladora
sector net foreign exchange revenue totaled US$2.693 billion, up only 0.8% compared to the same
period last year. Maquiladoras currently account for 15% of all Mexican exports, compared to
7% in 1987. Between January and June 1991, the total number of maquiladora plants operating in
Mexico dropped 0.4%, while employee numbers declined by 1.6%. In the first half of 1990, plant
numbers increased 19.5%, and employment, 9.7%. Several government-sponsored programs
designed to provide incentives for integration with domestic industries have so far achieved
limited success. Industry analysts attribute the low level of integration to inadequate response
capacity on the part of domestic firms and increasing technological complexity and sophistication
of the maquiladoras. Growth of the maquiladora sector during the 1980s was largely a product
of ongoing transformations in the global economy. Technological change in manufacturing
processes, for example, increasingly render obsolete the need for geographical concentration of
production facilities. The production process itself is evermore dispersed among facilities located
in distant parts of the globe. According to a recent study by the National Foreign Trade Bank
(BANCOMEXT), the emerging international division of labor is characterized by technology- and
capital-intensive production located in the advanced industrialized countries, and labor-intensive
activities in developing nations. The study claims Mexico has a distinct advantage within this
scenario, demonstrated by the spectacular growth of the maquiladora sector. Data from the official
statistics agency (Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, Geografia e Informatica-INEGI) indicate that the
number of maquila plants increased from 620 in 1980 to 1,921 in mid-1991. Maquiladoras continue
to be concentrated along the US border. As of June 1991, 37.2% of all maquilas were located in
Baja California Norte state; 17.7% in Chihuahua; 13.6% in Tamaulipas; 8.3% in Sonora; and 7.8% in
Coahuila. The border states together account for 84.6% of all maquiladoras in Mexico. Maquiladora
production by economic activity is as follows: electrical and electronic materials and accessories,
23.6%; assembly and manufacture of new and rebuilt automobile parts and vehicles, 23.4%; textiles
and clothing manufacturing, 9.8%; and, furniture assembly, 5.6%. The four categories account
for 87.5% of maquiladora sector employment. Participation by the Mexican private sector in the
maquiladora sector is concentrated in construction and industrial park development. As of 1988, 22
parks had been established in border cities for the exclusive use of maquiladora plants.
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